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We believe that music changes the world. As part of a liberal arts education, music and its study provide essential perspectives on culture and our identity as human beings. Sewanee music majors develop the creativity, musicianship, and critical thinking skills to understand and practice music in context. Both in and out of the classroom, our graduates collaborate with faculty and each other to train for a lifetime of meaningful musical engagement.

	





	Why study Music at Sewanee?

If you study music at Sewanee, your talent will be cultivated in a variety of settings, increasing your professionalism, talent, and likelihood of success in postgraduate pursuits. A wide variety of music styles are represented here on the Mountain. Through composition, performance, theory, and music culture, you’ll be exposed to a wide range of tracks and be able to choose the paths that best suit your talents. We offer composition and theory, music history, and performance. 

Sewanee has a long tradition of outstanding music making, from the nationally renowned University Choir and orchestras to faculty-led ensembles. You’ll get to experience choral music, jazz, classical, folk, and much more. Let the Sewanee music program connect you with other disciplines across campus. It's the embodiment of a liberal arts experience.

First Destinations: Music Majors

Sewanee graduates secure positions in a variety of fields. Some you would expect, others are a bit of a surprise. Sewanee prepares you for your profession and your passion. Below is a sampling of recent graduates' first jobs.

	·      Solo and ensemble performing career
	·      Consulting job; music director at a church
	·      Grant writer (currently writing for a health organization but looking to move into arts admin)
	·      Seminarian and eventual ministry
	·      K-12 teacher
	·      Insurance and marketing
	·      Health sciences graduate student and Teaching Assistant
	·      Watson Fellowship involving music and culture at a variety of global locations
	·      Completed graduate school in arts management, now highly placed with the SSMF
	·      Multiple things since graduating, but performing as a chorister is always an essential part of that
	·      Plays in a Spotify-verified band
	·      Church organist in Nashville
	·      A rising lawyer in SC
	·      Fund-raising position at Carnegie Mellon U.
	·      Mezzo-soprano vocal performer


FELLOWSHIP IN THE ARTS

Students with exceptional promise in performing or studio arts can apply for a Fellowship in the Arts. These fellowships range in value and are renewable for four years.

SEWANEE BELLS
The University offers course credit to interested students while learning how to play two unique types of bells in towers around the quad. For physical education credits, students can register for classes that teach them how to ring eight change ringing bells in the historic Breslin tower. For music credits, students can learn how to play the University's historic Leonidas Polk Carillon, an instrument using a keyboard to ring bells in All Saints' Chapel.

For more information on these courses, and the bells at Sewanee, contact Professor Ray Gotko (rmgotko@sewanee.edu).
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										Sewanee Symphony Orchestra

									
									
										
											
The Sewanee Symphony Orchestra (SSO) presents a full range of the symphonic repertory and includes a wide variety of musical styles and genres. As a key component of the liberal arts environment, the orchestra not only collaborates with other music ensembles but also often participates in campus-wide interdisciplinary projects. Sewanee's orchestra is a vivid reflection of our community. It is common for students to play alongside their professors, University administrators, and community members.
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										University Choir

									
									
										
											The University Choir plays an important role in Sewanee's musical life, singing at weekly services in All Saints' Chapel, monthly evensongs, and other campus events. A highlight of each year is the annual Festival of Lessons and Carols. This service regularly attracts 3,000 visitors to campus and has been featured in Southern Living and Garden and Gun. As an active touring ensemble, the choir has performed extensively throughout the United States and England.
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										Sewanee Praise: University Gospel Choir

									
									
										
											
Sewanee Praise ministers the Gospel in song to the campus and surrounding communities. The choir’s diverse membership is made up of students, faculty, and community members from various backgrounds and experiences. Its repertory covers spirituals, traditional and contemporary gospel, contemporary Christian, and praise and worship. Sewanee Praise performs two concerts—one each semester—as well as other campus events and regional tours.
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The University Jazz Ensemble started as a small ensemble and has grown into a 17-to-19 piece big band that covers the repertory of large ensemble jazz ranging from Duke Ellington and Count Basie to big band arrangements of popular songs by the Beatles and the Jackson 5. The Jazz Ensemble focuses on developing student jazz musicians by providing an opportunity for a challenging ensemble experience while encouraging performers to explore jazz improvisation. The Jazz Ensemble offers two performances on campus each school year, and also plays in local venues as requested.
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											"Ramblin' Blues": The Back Roads of Southern Music
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The roots music of the Southeast has been one of the region's and the country's chief exports. Musicians wander back roads, crowd front porches and church pews, and sometimes make their way to music centers like Nashville, New Orleans, and Memphis. This course focuses on musicians in the Southern tradition and addresses diverse idioms including folk, blues, country, bluegrass, rockabilly, zydeco, and shape-note singing.
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An examination of The Beatles’ music in three ways: as emblematic of the changing social, cultural, and political climate of the 1960s; as a model of musical transformation by detailing the musical and technological trajectories within the group's lifetime; and as a source of great songs which can be studied for their intrinsic values: “I Want to Hold Your Hand,” “When I’m Sixty-Four,” "Hey Jude," “Come Together,” and many others by the Fab Four.
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											From Ragtime to Radiohead: Music in the Era of Recordings
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Recording technologies, which date back to the late 19th century, have affected music more profoundly than any other musical change since the adoption of music notation. This course traces the development of those technologies, with particular attention to the performers, composers, and repertories that have exploited them. Many important figures and movements in 20th- and 21st- century music are addressed: ragtime, blues, jazz, and rock; Copland, Varèse, Reich; the Beatles, Pink Floyd, and Radiohead. Different recording formats—from piano rolls to mp3s—receive particular attention.
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											If It Ain't Got That Swing: The History of Jazz 
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												Jazz has been called "America's classical music" and the United States' greatest musical export. Jazz is at once an improvisatory yet timeless art. This course presents a chronological survey of its major styles and artists, from African acculturation in the New World to the present. Topics include the roots of jazz, the New Orleans masters, jazz in the 1920s, Big Band, Bebop, Post-Bop styles, Avant-garde, Fusion, recent developments, and jazz vocalists. Through listening assignments and attendance at live performances, students learn to identify jazz styles and instrumentation.
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Stephen Ray Miller studied classical violin before discovering music history, the field in which he has lectured at the University of Chicago, the University of Rome (“La Sapienza”), and the University of the South. He joined the faculty at Sewanee in 1995, with his teaching oriented toward European composers. His interests have expanded to encompass Southern musics, including blues, jazz, and shape-note singing.
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Dr. Kerry Ginger, mezzo-soprano, is active nationally as a voice pedagogue, performer, clinician, and scholar. Currently an assistant professor of voice at Sewanee: The University of the South, she earned her Doctorate of Musical Arts in voice and Master of Music in opera performance at Arizona State University. As a voice instructor, Dr. Ginger enables her students to find a free and vibrant vocal production in all styles. She is a member of the Tennessee chapter of the National Association of Teachers of Singing and participated in the highly selective NATS Intern teacher training program in 2019.

 

											

											
												
																										
														Assistant Professor of Voice

													

																									

											

										

									

								

							
														
								
									


									
										
											 Prakash C. Wright

										

										
											pcwright@sewanee.edu

																						
										

									

									
																				
											
											
											
											
										[image: ]
									
										

																				
											
												Kash Wright holds a B.A. in music theory and composition from McDaniel College and an M.A. in jazz studies from the University of North Texas. He is an active and in-demand musician on the Maryland/D.C./Virginia jazz scene and has played venues with his trio and as a sideman for various local artists. Known for an impeccable sense of swing, tasteful arrangements, and bold original compositions, Wright is an absolute pleasure to listen to.
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												Sewanee Summer Music Festival 

											

											
												a resonating impact

											

										

									

									
																				
											Calling all young maestros and virtuosos! Partnering with the Accelerando program, the Sewanee Summer Music Festival provides educational opportunities to students of color who are underrepresented in modern orchestras. It’s one of the nation’s premier orchestral and chamber music festivals. 
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												Sewanee Bells

											

											
												Earn Course Credit from the Towers

											

										

									

									
																				
											
In this unique Sewanee experience, earn physical education credit while learning how to ring eight change-ringing bells in Breslin tower with ropes and pulleys. Also, earn music credit while learning how to play the University's Leonidas Polk Carillon in All Saints' Chapel.
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												Ralston Listening Library

											

											
												An auditory experience 

											

										

									

									
																				
											This state-of-the-art facility offers an unparalleled resource to campus. It houses a world-class collection of music (over 15,000 records!) and features the best sound playback system available. The heart of the Ralston Listening Library is the speakers. It’s like the musicians are right there in the room with you. Come check out our collection—from baroque to the blues, we have it all.
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